Maplehill School and Community Farm
Quarterly Newsletter
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Friday October 23
Dinner at 6pm
Raffle at 7:15pm

At Maplehill School
1350 East Hill Rd. Plainfield, VT 05667
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Join us with your whole family to enjoy an
eveningof homemade, local food at our annue
Harvest Supper!

Call to reserve your spot at 45447
Admission Fees:
Adults $10,
Families (4 or more) $28,
Children 12 and under an&eniors 55+ $6
All proceeds go to support the
Student Activities Fund
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Garden Upaate from Maplehill Community Farm 5}
By Anni e Steeve&l6 AMeemb &

The Maplehillgarden is flourishing this year, withore E"'“
space than ever before. Our Farm Educator, Vivian, £

explains: o0We expanded t
section that had been cover cropped for the past two
years. o6 This wild/l aIIverw;
before. wg

A very wet and cool June made growing a challeng§
The unexpected cool weather stunted summer crop§ [z
but most things worked out. Vienhad a lot of
wonderful volunteers this summer. In addition to the ;«
daily help of two AmeriCorps members, two volunteél '
from Spruce Mountain Inn came twice a week and ! ¢
helped tremendously. gt :

Noticing that we use so much Sriracha hot sauce, or';u.i _
Viviand sggdst goals this summer was to grow enouc
hot peppers to make our own hot sauce. This was a'ti
success, and Manhas gien many hot peppers to 31
Alanna Dorfpur Farmto-Table Coordinator. Students i

will be learning how to make a variety of hot sauces I"Ii
Al a nCQubnargArts

Working on the farm is &elovedactivity for many
peopleat Maplehill School Vivian says her favorite pa
of farming is obeing abl"
people around me. 6 Most
consume by students and staff every day in our SChQ'
lunch program. Some food is also donated to local se
citizens in our monthly food donations. There is
something special about our full circle food system h
at Maplehill School and Community Far We lierally g
get to enjoy the fruits of our labor. i
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Thank you AmeriCorps Members!
Special Thanks to our 202015 AmeriCorps

members Lucy Schmid and Heather Lytve
| Annual Adirondack Trip - o ©welcome Lucy as a new stafemberat Maplehill

[ Creating Strong Relationships School.

By JM, Outreach and Marketing Intern
Every year students from Maplehill School gt
to LakeChateaugay for two nights, thanks to
Karen Heath and her family who let us use
their cabin and landlhe yearly field trip to
the Adirondacks brings stafind students
together for a smoother school year ah@ae.
trip creates a bond between staff and studen
because everyone is able to relax and be les
formal than a regular school day.

Heather Lyon ' Lucy Schmld

Welcome to our 20322016 AmeriCorps members
Annie Steeves and Suzie Grenier. Our AmeriCo
members are a vital part of our FatoaSchool
Program and our Elder Outreach Project. Than
to their work, we are able to grow more food,
educate our students about local food systems ¢
donate more food to dxal seniors.
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Wednesday morning activities are designed
that students can get academic credit, while
everyone has fun togethdhisyear, most of
Wednesdaywas sunny We wentswimming 5
and playda trust exerciseNe hada science y;
scavenger hunt angrote funny stories with '
each otheas arEnglishclass activity |
Wednesday night it r |
able to have a campfire, but it clearedup on |
the way back Thursday and the group got ice
cream for a sweet end of the week.

Special thanks to our fabulous statffiat painted and
repaired our farm campus this summer
: Ben, Dan, Katie, 8art, Joe M., ar dD ter!
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1 _Summer Highlightsfrom Maplehill School Animal Fencing ProjectUpdate A

By Netta Mae Walsh, Instructional Assistant,

. Small Group Program

~  This summer, students and staff stayed active
outside of the classroom. We hiked, biked,
mushroom hunted and swam. Our hike up White
Rocks Mountain was about five miles round trip.
We pushed hard to reach the top and ate tasty
snacks on o n estbedutifuVbald mo
peaks with its view of the Green Mountains and
Camel s Hump. We spen
bikes, our longest trek being from Kettle Pond to
Ricker State Park and back. My favorite part of tr
summer program was mushroom hunting, which
felt like a treasure hurd wandering through the
woods, eyes to the ground, learning with students
about all the beautiful plant and fungi life.
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B ySaul Gresser, Program Coordinator,
Individual Care Program

A

. This summer, swimming at Curtis and Trojan Pon
- and the Mill in Worcester were huge hits. We saw
F‘a( L;; raptors in flight at the Vermont Institute of Natural
-~ Science in Quechee. We traveled to Sandbar Sta
. Park for a day on Lake Champlain. We rode bikes

on thepath along Dog River. And then there was t
great hike up Spruce Mountain. Students and staf
pushed their limits to triumphantly make the
summit and take in the great view of our hills and
valley. Back on campus, students tended the law
and enjoyed @ summer raspberry picking.
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in the woods

'-?VJ.: I TS

By Lorita Adkins, Executive Director !
s ™
After resting our fields this summer, we have been
busy making the necessary preparations to raise c%__j',- ’
on the fields of Maplehill Community Farm next
spring. Our plaris to buitekaparnyard connected to
the existinganimalbarn to safely integrate new and =~
youngercattle into our herd Our ICP Dean of i

Students, Mitch Hunt has been working over the g

<

and Daniel Marcugo reclaimsome of the overgwn ;
areas in our fielland digoost holes for the barnyard.

Oncethe barnyards completedour next projectwill
be to install permanent high tensile wire fencing
around the largepasture, whichwill allow rotational -
grazing within that area. We will then be ableto
grazeour owncattlein 2016 and beyond. Oarger =
goal is to yearly raise two to fieewsto providebeef = ==
for ourFarmto-Schoolfood program and make w

contributions to the community. Next falve are 1
hoping to be able tdonate beef from one cow to the
Twin Valley Senior Center
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We would like to express our heartfelt appreciationi
to everyone who is helping to make this project a
reality for us.We are grateful for the support from =
friends and community members, including a major:i
contribution of cedar psts and lumber from '
Authentic Log Homes in Hardwickn addition to the
local contributions, we have also received support
through grants from the Harris and Frances Block 3
Foundati on and Ben :
also to Mitch Hunt, Daniel Marcugnd Allen Soule

for all their work on this project.

As pd of our Elder Outreach Project,

dudents, staff, and members of Twin Valley Seni;'
enjoyed a picnic togethaly &ffat
Maplehill Community Farm
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Read about our summer growing season at Maplehill

Community Farm. Llearn aboutour upcoming annual

Harvest Supper and read highlights from our Summer
Program.

Check us out at:
www.maplehillschoolandfarm.org
(802) 4547747

Help support Maplehill School and Community Farm
Please end your tax deductible contribution to.
EIlmhill, Inc.
P.O. Box 248
Plainfield, VT 05667

P.O. Box 248
Plainfield, VT 05667
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