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x: Meet our farmer
. Vivian Stein

Vivian was born and raised in Queens, New York
fellin love with farming while living at Eslan Institt
in BigSur, California. She moved to Vermont or
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is‘ year agand has been workingthe Individual Care
: * Program aMaplehill School since November. Vivi
. isexcited tgrow more fresh vegetables for Maple
.; 3 School and theurrounding community.
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Behind the Scenes
Petra Gates takes care of the fanchfarm campus
buildings when school is not in session. When h
not farming, he is parenting his ¥éarold daughter,
working as a prechool teacher, working at the
~~ Plainfield @-op, teaching martial antsacticing
W private practice massaged lelping to get a
: Plainfield village brass band started
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maplehill school and community farm
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Spring 2013

Happenings at the
Maplehill Community Farm

This year we are working hard to revitalize the Map
Community Farm. We see the 142 beautiful acres .
Maplehill Farm as a community asset for Plainfield :
Marshfield. We hope to grow more food to meet the - %
nutritional needs of our students and also to be able :
donate more food tthe elderdn our community. %
Others are noticing our important work and we hav
received generous support from the Vermont , &
Community Foundation, the Windham Foundation, “
Ben & Jerryds Foundati o
community to help us build our commuriérm. With ‘Z :
all this support we have the following things happer
and planned at the farm this spring/summer:
1 We have hired a farmer, Vivian Stein to Ieac
vegetable production.
1 We will be expanding our layer hen flock to ¢
about 30 birds this spring. b i
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1 We plan on raising approximately 50 meat b
this summer.

1 Longtlme staff, @@ﬂjnangsﬂufenacht
will be raising cows at the farm for grazing a =
meat. &

1 We hope to be making needed i |mprovemen
and equipment purchases for the Communit {
Farm to expandur growing season and TR
improve production. HA

1 We have a goal of providing 65% of our fooc f-’ %
needs to students from food we produce on "i '
Maplehill Community Farm, making our Farr 7.,
to School programming a leader in the area.

T We are exploring séwhancmg medamisms for =
the Community Farm to increase its capacm
and sustainability.
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Community Garden Day
Saturday June®110am3pm

Come to Maplehill Community Farm c
June Tand support our school and far
by helping plant seedlings and buyir
plant starts for your home.
1329 John Fowler Road, Marslefid

This year we will be drawing the winners of our §
FARM AND GARDEN RAFFLE '
after we share lunch.
Five reasons why YOU should come to
Community Garden Day:
1. Meet staff, neighbors and frieds of
Maplehill School and Community Farm

Bring some food to share and enjoy a

great potluck lunch

Tour our farm pus and learn about
our innovative, landbased educational

programs

Stroll our 142 acre farm

Support our School and Community " }@ . :

financial support.

unlty Farm
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Students Taking Charge of Their
Education S

& Mapehill SchoolProjectBased Learning &
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Also at the farm, students have completed a1 -
Adirondack chair and are now workingona
beautiful hexagonal picnic table for the porcl
cutting, planing and sanding rough wood,
making the necessary diagonal cuts, working

i3 on the logistics of attaching seating to the =
S table at a comfortable distance andgtg, all
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One of the key emphases to education at Th  providing math and science learning
Maplehill School is handen learning. This opportunities for our students.
spring students are engaged in a number of
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t., selfpropelled projects that expose themto  |n the realm of art, students are making white =+
. some exciting challenges. Two students washed decorative wooden signs to identify g !
~ interested in blacksmithing are spendititeir  plantings in the garden, and there has been ’

Monday afternoons with Lucian Avery who explosion of interest in wood burning. €9

b;‘ has been blacksmithing since 1993. Avery v Finding any available piece of bark or wood,
v
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happy to provide a vocational apprenticeshit  students burn in a design, color it with pastel 2
to our students in his Hardwick studio and  and finish it with shellac. Collaging is alsoa

i
{ introduce them to the basic techniques and  popular medium, collecting found objects ani
¥
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- terminology of his trade. Stamg with a playing with various ways to assemble them. (¢
2. Slmple nail and wall hook, the students And, inspired by thevorks of Andy ," ‘
%4 learned how different metals respond to heal  Goldsworthy, there has been talk of what sor

- from coal and propane fired forges, then mo\  of Jargescale, sitespecific art projects the
~onto their own project® a decorative fish ant  students might erect out of doors, again,

a bouquet of flowers that became a belt buct  orking with found, available materials. 3

Over at thedrm, one of our students became  Qne student has taken on the challenge of

- deeply engaged in the incubation of eggs,  turning his lawn tracbr into a racing tractor,
. = learning how to clean and sanitize the eggs, including finding and ordering parts and

~~monitor the incubator, check the temperature working within a specific budgetSudents
- and humidity levels, and understand the have also coll aborat

- mechanism of the incubator itself. When the |awn tractor, installing new blades and front
% eggs hteh, the student will take three or four  tjres.
X - chickens home where they will live in a
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B chicken coop built by the studestt the farm. |t is exciting to see how all these projsct 13
 This project providedearning opportunities in - pecomes t u d eumitulird, incorporating
-~ biology and mathand is great fun! science, math, technology, artistic expressiol = {

and communication skills.
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Spring 2013

Maplehill School and Community Farm Newsletter

Read about our Community Farm revitalization, meet our
farmer, learn about Community Garden Day and read
DERXW RXU VW XlaseQ Mamhgand Rokbkor&l
apprenticeships

Check us out at:
www.maplehillschoolandfarm.org
(802) 4547747

+HOS VXSSRUW ODSOHKLOO: -V $0Q0Q. P.O. Box 248
Thank you to all who have given during the campaign. If you have Plainfield, VT 05667
not yet sent in a donation, we still need your help! We are trying to
UHDFK D JRDO R/ GXULQJ WKLV IHOL

So far we have raised $80 « VR SOHDVH FRQVLGHU|}
to help us revitalize the Maplehill Community Farm with a full-
time farmer, more animals and garden equipment.
You can send contributions to: EImhifl, Inc. P.O. Box 248
Plainfield, VT 05667




